
Benteen Community Closet and Pantry  
 
When faced with a natural disaster such as we were with Hurricane Katrina, every 
community is affected. Christina Smith-Galloway and the Benteen community welcomed 
New Orleans and Gulf Coast residents into their community, but Smith-Galloway did not 
think that was enough. She organized a supply drive and quickly became overwhelmed 

with clothing, housewares, food and 
school supplies. With the large 
amounts of donated items, Smith-
Galloway needed a place to organize, 
store and distribute them to people in 
need; thus she went to her principal, 
Ms. Otuwa, who located an extra 
storage room in the school for Smith-
Galloway. With a space in the school 
ready to go, an employee of Lowe’s 
donated an entire closet system to help 
produce the Benteen Community 
Closet. 
 

Volunteers from, Hands on Atlanta, Benteen staff, and parents stepped in to help sort and 
organize the closet. Items were placed into the closet system, creating a shopping like 
experience for those parents who came to Smith-Galloway looking for certain items. 
Soon there was more than just clothing and housewares in the closet, food donations were 
constantly coming in, and thus the closet became a pantry as well. Smith-Galloway 
intends to use the community closet and pantry all year long as a way to distribute 
donations to Benteen Elementary School.  
 
 


